
 

 

Good evening, all. 

Here at last is the final step in our "Holy Week at Home": the Easter Sunday Liturgy that we all have been moving 
towards together, even though apart. 

I hope especially tomorrow that we are all able to sit down and spend the time on one of the most Holy Days in 
our church calendar to consider the messages shared and join the rest of us in prayer and celebration. 

 

EASTER VIGIL 

This great vigil has its roots in the night of Passover when the Israelites stayed awake waiting for the Lord to 
deliver them. Like them, we gather as a family to tell the stories of our salvation and draw strength from the 
remembering. The most important thing is to allow the symbols of this night â€“ the light, darkness, Paschal 
candle, the waters of baptism, the bread of life â€“ to capture our imagination as we wait together in joyful hope 
for the good news of God’s victory over death. In the process we discover for ourselves the glory of the cross. 

 

PRELUDE: HOLY DARKNESS 

Friday’s liturgy ended in silence. Tonight’s service begins in 
darkness. We often forget Holy Saturday, the Day of the Lord’s 
Entombment, a day clothed in darkness and despair. Imagine the 
sadness and despair of the disciples on that day. Their dream had 
been shattered and they watched their friend, the one in whom 
they had put their hope, die a horrible death. So before we begin 
the Easter Vigil, let us allow ourselves to sit in the darkness and 
gather into our hearts all those places in our hearts that long for 
the Light of Christ. 

https://youtu.be/5XeRKWqqH6w


SCRIPTURE READING: EZECHIEL  

The Easter vigil liturgy, as we normally celebrate it, is a night 
watch harkening back to the night the Israelites stayed awake in 
vigil waiting for the Lord to deliver them from their slavery in 
Egypt. Like they did, we tell the stories of our salvation from 
Creation to the recounting of Easter morning. For this virtual 
celebration of Easter Vigil, the readings have been condensed to 
three: one from the prophet Ezechial, one from Isaiah and the 
Gospel reading from John. 

 

PSALM RESPONSE: ON THIS MOST HOLY DAY 

Usually between each of the Vigil readings we sing a different 
Psalm. “On This Most Holy Day” allows us to enjoy those 
unique Psalms by combining many of them into this one setting. 
With each piece of music we sing during this liturgy, the 
expression of joy becomes a bit more exuberant from the 
previous hymn. Let the joy of this piece seep into the crevices of 
your soul. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: LET ALL WHO THIRST 

Rather than proclaiming this familiar Scripture passage from the 
prophet Isaiah in spoken word, I invite you to hear it in a 
different way through this hymn. Let the words and images wash 
over you. Bring to this moment all those places in your soul that 
may feel dry and barren, in need of the life-giving water of God’s 
grace. Imagine what it feels like as the water splashes on your 
face and awakens a new day. 

 

EASTER GOSPEL AND ACCLAMATION 

The Church has always considered the proclamation of the 
Gospel to be one of the high points of any liturgy. To set this 
Scripture off from the rest, we sing the Gospel Acclamation, the 
“Alleluia,” to announce the reading, much like a trumpet fanfare 
announces the arrival of an important person or event. 

 

https://youtu.be/5rdFtZx9-ms
https://youtu.be/RI-5pnijbt0
https://youtu.be/r8kzVAlW2w0
https://youtu.be/0JfZBUkktug
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISM AND PROFESSION OF 
FAITH 

In the early tradition of the Church, Easter was the day when 
new members were welcomed into the community by baptism. 
The symbols of baptism permeate the Vigil liturgy. This is the 
time when the catechumens would make their profession of 
faith. The entire community is invited to renew their baptismal 
promises and make their profession of faith along with them. 
And so we are invited now to make those promises again and 
profess the faith we share. 

 

PREPARATION OF ALTAR AND GIFTS 

This is the point during the liturgy that we dress the altar table 
and bring up our simple gifts of bread and wine. As you know, 
this moment is often, especially on feast days, accompanied by 
a hymn that we sing as the rituals are being completed. “Join in 
the Dance” is very much an Easter hymn. It’s verses proclaim 
the victory of Christ over darkness and death. As you sing/listen, 
allow yourself to be carried away by the joy of the music. This 
moment prepares us to enter into the Great Prayer of 
Thanksgiving which follows. 

 

PRAYER AT THE TABLE: MASS OF CHRIST 
THE SAVIOR 

This solemn prayer marks the high point of the entire liturgy. 
The documents of the Church call this prayer “the center and 
summit of the entire celebration.” It’s called the Eucharistic 
Prayer from the greek word “eucharistia,” which means to give 
thanks and praise. Everything in this night’s liturgy up till now 
has been leading us up to this moment where we proclaim our 
thanks and praise to a God who has blessed us with such 
abundance even in the midst of our darkness and brokenness. 
And so, together we lift our hearts in thanksgiving. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PxcsNSlFbI
https://youtu.be/r4_pQfecuNo
https://youtu.be/Y3g39nC27dI
https://youtu.be/-BD2NQ5yHOw


JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY 
(COMMUNION HYMN) 

As mentioned previously, the proclamation of the Easter gospel 
is a high point of the Vigil liturgy and, as such, calls for a special 
acclamation on our part. This is just not like any other Sunday 
and so we do special things to help us experience it as special. 
Singing of this hymn draws us into the amazement of the 
Scripture text we’ve just heard and allows us to sing our 
affirmation from the depths of our soul. As you sing this, 
imagine your church, filled to capacity with standing room only, joining in this hymn with full heart and voice. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: THE WONDROUS NEWS 

And now it is time for us to go forth, sent by Jesus Christ to be 
Disciples of hope in the world. Surely this is a time in the story 
of humanity when hope is needed in a very real and particular 
way. We pray together that these days celebrating the Triduum 
might have nourished our own hope and will allow us to be 
beacons of hope to our brothers and sisters. And next year, may 
we again gather as community in our churches and chapels and 
embrace each other with the Peace of Christ. 

 

I would like to wish you in the name of everyone here at Holy Family, myself, Deacon Richard, the Wardens, 
and the numerous volunteers who give their time for you, a very happy Easter. This includes all your younger 
ones at home, who might not have connected through this Easter Liturgy. "All is well... all is well." 

In closing, here is an extra joyful hymn if you care to listen to it; a classic performance 
of "How Great Thou Aart" at the famous Royal Albert Hall in London, England. Enjoy! 

 
See you soon, 
Happy Easter, 
Father John 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBLRsUMtuFQ
https://youtu.be/YzhQ43n4erQ
https://youtu.be/dz6kDZpwkZA
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