
 

 

 

In the absence of our beloved Holy Family, and each one of you, who by the way, make it 'holy', a special Holy 
Week at Home program has been prepared and I would like to use these e-mails to share it with you. 

This program consists of the three (3) liturgies of Holy Week: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. 
Rather than send them all at once, I believe it will be more meaningful if they are sent separately so that we may 
focus on the messages unique to each.. Each of the three are designed to be followed as an uninterrupted unit just 
as if you were in church, following along with the liturgy. 

Each liturgy is approximately one (1) hour long so just pretend that you got into your car and drove over to Holy 
Family for the service and let it gently unfold (even though we all know I usually talk more than an hour). 

 

HOLY THURSDAY 

The liturgy of Holy Thursday, the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, is our celebration of the Paschal Mystery. 
The Church understands these days as being one extended liturgy, not three separate celebrations. The rituals of 
these days are filled with symbols that capture our imagination: a meal among friends, the washing of feet, a 
wooden cross, water, light, darkness, fire. Let the music of these days into your hearts. Let the prayer seep into 
your soul. And savor the images that can open us to the presence of a God who loves us to death. 

OPENING: GLORY IN THE CROSS 

The entrance antiphon for Holy Thursday, taken from St. Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians, sets the stage and captures the theme of 
the entire Triduum liturgy. “We should glory in the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and 
resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered.” And 
so we begin our journey through these holy days. 

 

https://youtu.be/3X2PCH3Fpko


SCRIPTURE READINGS AND PSALM 

The Scripture readings for Holy Thursday are all familiar to us 
and present three major themes: God’s unwavering faithfulness, 
Christ’s presence when we gather for Eucharist, and the call to 
selfless love and humble service. The three readings are woven 
together here and presented as one unit with each reading 
separated by the singing of a psalm response.  

 

HOMILY 

In every liturgy the homily is meant to break open up the 
meaning of the Scripture for us today, at this moment in history. 
Every year we hear these readings they will mean something 
different for us because we are different. And so we listen with 
not only our minds, but also with our hearts and imaginations. 

 

 

WASHING OF FEET: AS I HAVE DONE FOR 
YOU 

The ritual of the washing of feet provides one of the primary 
symbols and themes on this day. When Jesus tells us to “love 
one another as I have loved you.,” He’s showing us how that 
love is made real. Our love for each other is not just expressed 
in words but in humble service. As we sing and listen to the song, 
let your imagination remember the way your community has 
celebrated this rite over the years. 

 

PRAYER AT THE TABLE: GOD OF OUR LIFE 

Though we are not gathered together in a church building for 
Mass with a priest, it is still at the heart of our coming together 
to give thanks and praise to a God who has blessed us so 
abundantly. This song of thanksgiving was originally written as 
a way for people to pray The Great Thanksgiving when a priest 
is not available. As we sing, we bring all those people and things 
for which we are most grateful. We join them with the prayer of 
Christ in offering them to our God.  

 

https://youtu.be/-3qdoCZ3KFU
https://youtu.be/SEYaNGbusjY
https://youtu.be/GoOXHussEPY
https://youtu.be/Bt-WBC2Q4GU


COMMUNION HYMN: WHERE LOVE IS FOUND 

It is not surprising that in the Church’s long history the Latin 
hymn “Ubi Caritas” (“Where Love Is”) has been central to the 
Holy Thursday liturgy. When Jesus told his friends to love one 
another, he made the connection between love and the presence 
of God. Where we see love, we see the face of God. So today we 
sing this English version as our communion hymn. 

 

THANKSGIVING: DAYENU LITANY 

This beautiful Jewish Dayenu prayer has its origin in the 
Passover celebration where a family would recount all the 
memories of God’s goodness and favor beginning with creation 
to this very day. With each memory they would acknowledge 
that even though “this would have been enough,” God added yet 
more to the abundance of gifts. For us Christians, this comes to 
include God’s giving us his beloved Son. At the end of this song, 
I’d encourage you to add your own remembrances to the list of 
God’s graciousness.  

In the final hymn of farewell, let us try to imagine the thousands of people from around the world who have died 
because of the virus. There is such a universal sadness for their families; it is only God that can console us all. 
Here at Holy Family, we remember all those whose memorial cards grace our church wall and especially those 
who have died over the past year whose funeral celebrations that were shared here at the church: Dorothy 
Brisebois, Richard Donovan, Julia Cianci, Laura de Luca, and Kivca Salvatore, Antonio Vincelli, Barbara 
Bernier, and Norton da Costa. 

CLOSING HYMN: SONG OF FAREWELL 

The final of the Holy Thursday liturgy is the Stripping of the 
Altar. There is no closing hymn and this silent, somber ritual sets 
the stage for Jesus’ entrance into his Passion. One may decide to 
skip this final piece of music and rest in the quiet of the moment. 
But I’ve included this piece for those that might find it helpful. 
It’s a setting of the “In Paradisum,” the song of farewell that we 
sing at the end of funerals where we send our loved one into the 
arms of God.  

 

God Bless, 
Father Baxter 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/yAkK8FBbH6E
https://youtu.be/Dj6resr_vkY
https://youtu.be/zldOnnZGxqs
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