October 9, 2016

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

People have always feared and shunned lepers.
In ancient times, medical knowledge was limited
and even minor skin infections were suspect
because of the possibility of leprosy. Mildew in
homes was dangerous. This disease had serious
religious connotations and was considered the
worst punishment inflicted on a person. For these
reasons, only priests could verify that someone had
leprosy and declare that person “unclean”, which
meant a life sentence of quarantine and exclusion. If the disease disappeared,
that person would have to see the priests again. Only after an examination
revealed no apparent symptoms, could the priests pronounce that person
“clean” and able to rejoin society.
This passage presents many interesting perspectives. Jesus had made a
detour through Samaria on the road leading to Jerusalem. He travelled in a
territory that Jews would not enter because any contact with schismatic
Samaritans would make them “unclean”. Christ came upon ten lepers who
implored him to take pity on them. The ten were hopeful that Christ would
hear their pleas. Jesus respected the laws and told them to show themselves
to the priests. This meant they could be declared “clean”, cured of their
leprosy. We surmise that nine of them were Jews because Jesus remarked
that only the Samaritan returned to thank him.
The Samaritan’s behavior demonstrated his faith. His words glorified
God; he prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. He acknowledged
that Jesus’ merciful actions were indeed God’s. Christ told the Samaritan
that his faith had cured him. The Samaritan returned to the Source, adored
God, and acknowledged that Jesus was truly God’s temple.
The Samaritan’s cure was the result of his faith and led to his salvation.
Jesus told him to get up and be on his way - to rise up and begin the new life
that Christ had made possible for him.
Yves Guillemette, priest
Translated by Honore Kerwin Borrelli
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR OCTOBER 9, 2016
Please pray for:
Lea Guilbeault & Ferruccio Berardo
Costanza Mascitti
Carmela Galardo
Costanza Mascitti
Thelma MacDonald
Margerita Lucarelli
Gerald Van der Wee

Requested by:
Family
Daughters
Family
Nieces Marcella, Tania & Olivia
Carmen & Frank Moscato
Dolores & Piero Sadori
H.F. Faith Formation Parents &
Catechists
Gabrielle Lasalle Quinn
Sharon & Ray Murphy
Louise Pitts Fornarolo
Family
Special Intention for Thanksgiving: Labrie Family
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Holy Family Website: http://www.holyfamilyparishmtl.com
Please visit and share with you family and friends!
Calling all parish photographers! As Holy Family is revamping its web site and Facebook
page, we are looking for any great photos you may have of the parish and special events.
Please feel free to e-mail Joe Piazza at jpiazza@live.ca with your favorite photos so that we can
make our web and social media presence as exciting as possible.
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Program - 'From This Day Forward' Recommended for all
couples planning their wedding within the next few months...and committing to loving and
serving each other. Registration is on a first-come, first served, basis. Next session is November
4-5-6, 2016. Schedule: 7 p.m. on Friday, 9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday; Price: $250 per couple;
Phone: 514-925-4300, ext. 229
If you wish to add you email address to Holy Family’s address list, please send it to
jpiazza@live.ca
Last Sunday’s collection was $2205. Thank you!
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