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September 13, 2020

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

St Peter's question still initiates conversations: Lord,
how often should I forgive my brother or sister if they
sin against me? As many as seven times? In Jesus’
era, the number seven meant completeness and
achievement, but are there any limits?
Both St. Peter’s question and Jesus' answer shed light on the practice
of forgiveness and fraternal correction. Christ continued the conversation
and related a series of scenarios involving people representing all classes
in society and whether or not they forgave.
The words of Sirach found in the First Reading are familiar: Anger and
wrath, these are abominations, yet a sinner holds on to them… (Sir 27:30)
Forgive your neighbor the wrong that is done, and then your sins will be
pardoned when you pray... (Sir 28:7). Concerning the number of times that
one should forgive, what we can remember is a reference from Genesis
about retribution as much as seventy times seven (Gen 4: 23-24). This
number is mentioned in an ancient warrior ballad and is perhaps an early
example of Hebrew poetry. In reference to this number, today’s text
reverses the vengeance aspect and instead applies it to forgiveness.
Whether dealing with the subject of vengeance as represented in either
a ballad or a parable, there remains the legitimate question of dealing with
issues. There are passages that state: eye for eye, tooth for tooth
(Ex 21:24). When determining a sentence for a crime that has been
committed, the law must prevail and guarantee justice. This action also
applies to forgiveness. We refer back to St. Peter’s question.
Jesus then offers his opinion on offenses and forgiveness as he
responds to St. Peter: Not just seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
By responding like this, Jesus is not keeping score. Instead he
preaches an excess of forgiveness that is woven throughout the Gospel.
This is God’s Good News. At the end of his life, Christ’s last words were:
Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing (Lk 23:34).
To ensure that he was understood, Jesus added the story of the
ruthless debtor to his answer. Today, when we say the Our Father, we
repeat these familiar words: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
Father Jacques Houle, c.s.v.
Translated by Honore Kerwin Borrelli

Mass intentions for September 13, 2020
Please pray for:
Requested by:
Lea Guilbeault & Ferruccio Berardo
Family
Maria Galluccio
Marlene & Patrick Commerford
Mme. Georgette Chevalier
Nina & David Scalia
Cathy Brundage
Diana Zinno & Family
Margaret Gabriel
Family
Mass intentions for April 19, 2020*
Please pray for:
Requested by:
Lea Guilbeault & Ferruccio Berardo
Family
Emilio Pietrantonio
Daughters Marcella, Tania, & Olivia
Romeo Pietrantonio
Nieces Marcella, Tania, & Olivia
Ann Sabino Pozzulo
Tony Macera & Family
Phyllis Scott-Feigel
Ray & Sharon
Barbara Bernier
Carlos Solomon & Family
Monique Desgagné
Marlene & Patrick Commerford
*Each week, we will be including masses that were missed during the
closure.
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Summary of COVID-19 measures:
Mask is mandatory upon entering church (keep the 2m distance)
COVID-19 questions
Registration of name and contact info
No collection picked up during the mass – you may place your offering
it in the basket
Entrance to the pews is by the center aisle only
Pews on the right of the main aisle are for individuals
Pews on the left of the main aisle are for couples
Pews on the far left and far right near the windows are for family
groups of 3 or more
There will be no congregational singing
Communion: You will be asked to remain seated until the ushers
indicate to you that your row may proceed into the center aisle
Pews closest to the doors will exit first through side aisles

Pope Francis’ Monthly Intention – September 2020: Respect for the Planet's
Resources
We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered but shared in a just
and respectful manner.
Holy Family would like to thank all its parishioners who donated so generously
during the church’s closure and for your ongoing support. We are so happy to
see you back in our pews!
Last Sunday’s collection was $2110. Thank you!
Thanks for your cooperation!

